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TE DEUM  STAINED GLASS WINDOW 
“ YOU ARE GOD: WE PRAISE YOU”  

 

 
 

The illustrations in the Parish Profile were 
reproduced from the seven panels of the Te 
Deum stained glass windows. The panels 

are installed in the clerestory windows 
above the altar. Each panel is twelve feet 
by three and one half feet with the base 

twenty- two feet above the altar. The design 
and installation was done by the Jim Piercy 

Studios in Orlando. The windows were 
dedicated on December 15, 1991. 
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INTRODUCTION 
God calls together the members of Church of Our Savior Palm Bay as a unique parish, with special gifts 
to offer our community.  Our Mission Statement is “We are a family of God, Serving the people of 
God.”   We're an extraordinary church of ordinary people.  

Our church was formed in 1961 and is proud of our long tradition of racial and ethnic diversity. We 
currently have 232 baptized members and 206 confirmed members.  We are located in the Northeast 
sector of Palm Bay, on Jersey Lane.  The Church is easily accessed by using two main travel arteries, 
U.S. Route 1 and Port Malabar Boulevard.  We are situated on a lovely lake-front property with a debt-
free, large sanctuary, Columbarium, Memorial Garden, Parish Hall, Education Building, and 
playground.  Buildings are connected with covered, lighted walkways.  Jersey Lane is in a quiet 
neighborhood; a perfect setting for our parish. 

Harvest Festival 

In 2003, the Church of Our Savior planted and began supporting a “daughter”  church in a high growth 
area of Palm Bay, about 10 miles southwest of the existing facility.  The “daughter”  church currently 
worships on Sunday mornings in the Bayside High School cafeteria.  In 2005, this church took the name 
of “Episcopal Church of the Blessed Redeemer” and was granted mission status by the Diocese of 
Central Florida.  The mission continues to flourish, as it plans for building a permanent place of worship 
on DeGroodt Road near the high school. Financially, both “mother”  and “daughter”  churches now 
operate independently; however, Church of Our Savior shares its facilities with Blessed Redeemer for 
many activities and events.   
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HISTORY 
The following timeline summarizes the history of Church of Our Savior.  
Additional details are available in “The Episcopal Church of Our Savior, A Brief 
History, 1961-2005,”  by Jim Hagan, 2005.  
 

1913 A member of Holy Trinity in Melbourne envisioned an Episcopal church to serve the Tillman area south 
of Melbourne. This area would become known as Palm Bay. 

 

1961 Mission sponsored by Holy Trinity under leadership of Fr. Alexander W. Boyer.  Fr. James Radebaugh 
appointed Vicar.   

 
1962 First Worship Service held July 23.  Church of Our Savior formally accepted as a Mission. 
 
1963 The Diocese acquired five acres on Jersey Lane as the mission site. On March 10, Fr. Boyer officiated at 

ground breaking for the first building. 
 
1965 Deacon Albert Connelly III appointed Vicar.  Church school building blessed by Bishop Duncan. 
 
1966 Kindergarten opened on August 29.  Fr. Gordon  L. Graser appointed Vicar on October 15.  
 
1968 Fr. R. Stanley Sheffer became Vicar on February 27. 
 
1969 On October 26, Bishop Louttit dedicated the Spanish style building (the current education building). 
 
1972 Rev. William Thomas Louks became Vicar on March 1, serving for 10 years. 
 
1982 Rev. James C. Dannals appointed Vicar on April 1, a period of new growth was experienced.  
 
1983 The church building was partially destroyed by fire on Tuesday, February 8. 
 
1984 Bishop Herbert Edmondson, former Bishop of Jamaica, officiated at ground breaking of a new church 

building on Sunday, September 23. 
 
1986 Bishop Folwell consecrated the new building, and the first Eucharist celebrated. 
 
1987 Church of Our Savior became a Parish, Fr. James Dannals appointed the first Rector. 
 
1990 Fr. William Hazelett called as Rector.  Fr. Lance K. Giuffrida appointed as Associate priest.  Fr. Benedict 

appointed Chaplain in 1991.  Mary Ellen Appleton ordained Deacon in 1993. 
 
1998 On July 15, Rev. John Wesley called as Rector.  $265,000 mortgage retired.  Covered walkway added.  

Deacon Ann LeFevre appointed.   
 
2003 Planted “daughter”  church in West Palm Bay with the assistance of Fr. Ron Manning, now Episcopal 

Church of the Blessed Redeemer.  The first Worship Service held at Bayside High School on July 22.  
First celebration of Black Heritage Month.  Carla Traudt became Youth Minister.   

 
2005 Deacon Debbie Vann joined staff and ordained to the priesthood on January 30.  

 
2006   Pastor Debbie Vann assumed all the responsibilities of the spiritual care of the parish during search for a 

new rector.  Assisted by Deacon Mary Ellen Appleton and Rev. Dr. Bob Bruckhart. 
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COMMUNITY 
Palm Bay is located about one hour south of Kennedy Space Center on Florida’s 
Space Coast. Palm Bay and nearby-Melbourne have a combined population of over 
180,000.  
 
Palm Bay is Brevard County’s largest city.  The 1,270 square mile county is one of 
the fastest growing counties in the United States.  The City of Palm Bay’s motto is 
“The Perfect Place to Grow.”   Palm Bay’s primary industry, mainly technology, is 
anchored by Harris Corporation and Intersil Communications. Northrop Grumman 
and GE facilities are located in nearby Melbourne.  Many smaller high tech 
industries, businesses, and service agencies have also moved to the area through 
the years. 
 
Palm Bay has 15 elementary schools, 3 middle schools and 3 high schools.  All, but 
4 of these schools, are “A”  rated.  Also, there are 4 charter schools, and 4 private 
schools.  There are several colleges and universities in the area, including Florida 
Institute of Technology. University of Central Florida and Brevard Community 
College also offer programs in Palm Bay locations. 
 
Palm Bay Hospital and Holmes Regional Medical Center of Melbourne (both part 
of Health First) and many major health care providers are located throughout Palm 
Bay and its communities.  Wuesthoff Medical Center also has facilities in 
Melbourne and nearby Rockledge, FL.  
 
Cultural and entertainment opportunities abound in Brevard County. There are 9 
theater groups in Brevard performing year round. The King Center For The 
Performing Arts, at Brevard Community College in Melbourne, has a yearly 
schedule that includes Broadway shows, world renowned performers, jazz and 
classical music, children's educational programs and variety shows of all types. 
There are 11 museums of art, science, and history. Brevard Zoo continues to grow. 
 
Brevard's most famous attraction is Kennedy Space Center from which NASA 

launches the space shuttle and numerous rockets.  Also Port Canaveral has become one of the biggest 
ports for passenger cruise ships in the United States.  Fishing, sailing, surfing, diving, and boating are 
popular activities with easy access to the ocean and many rivers and lakes.  There is a major league 
baseball spring training facility in Viera. In the 1990s, Palm Bay Regional Park, a large soccer and 
athletic complex in the Western part of the city, was constructed. Numerous other parks and recreational 
facilities have been built throughout the city.  Palm Bay, we are just 60 miles east of Orlando and its 
terrific theme parks and tourist attractions.  
 
For more information on our local area visit one of the following web sites: 
http://www.palmbayflorida.org for City of Palm Bay 
http://www.palmbaychamber.com Palm Bay Chamber of Commerce 
http://www.spacecoastedc.org/  for arts/culture, recreation, attractions & education 
 
The daily newspapers, Florida Today www.floridatoday.com and the Orlando Sentinel 
www.orlandosentinel.com are other ways to get to know us.   
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STAFF &  VESTRY 

 
Staff         Vestry 

The Rev. Debbie Vann – Assistant       Robert Traudt – Senior Warden 
Carla Traudt – Youth Minister      Gus Gustafson – Junior Warden 
Diane Smith – Bookkeeper         Bob Traudt – Treasurer  
Clara Powers – Administrative Assistant       OJ Agnini, Rita Giuffrida, 
Gert Gustafson – Parish Book Store      Ginger Hines, Lurline Langley 
Patti Loyd – Church Secretary      Leslie Russian, Dan Swatosh 
Betty Bragg – Music Minister      Mattie Chanley – Secretary  
          
         
          

 
 

 
Parish Meeting 
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 WORSHIP SERVICES     
The Church of Our Savior has, for many years, offered two services each 
Sunday. Each service is distinctively different to accommodate the worship 
preferences of the members of the congregation. In addition, a number of 
special services are offered throughout the year. 
 

Sunday, 8:00 a.m. 
The early service, which is very much Anglo-Catholic in tone, uses the 
traditional liturgy of Rite I. Holy Eucharist is offered every Sunday. This 
service may be unique for an early service in that it is enhanced with 
processional and recessional hymns and musical selections during the 
Eucharist. These selections include vocalists and various instrumentals such as 
violin, oboe, piano, trumpet, and traditional organ pieces. Following the 
Prayers of the People, the Celebrant invites those individuals wishing prayers 
and anointing to come to the altar rail .  
 

Sunday, 10:30 a.m. 
The 10:30 a.m. Sunday service is a festive Choral Eucharist using Rite II and a 
joyful sprinkling of praise music. Much of the liturgy is sung with the help of 
choir, hand bells, and occasional instrumentalists. Many children of the parish 
attend this service and there is a short prayer for the children before they are 
dismissed for a supervised time of music and sharing. The children return to 
the church at the Exchange of the Peace.  A time of fellowship with 
refreshment follows the 10:30 a.m. service.  
 

Wednesday, 10:00 a.m. 
On Wednesday morning, there is a Healing Eucharist in the chapel. This 
service is less formal than the Sunday service. Following the sermon, there is 
a time for intercession, petition, and thanksgiving prayer. This time of prayer 
is followed by a litany of healing with an opportunity for the laying on of 
hands and anointing with oil for special needs. Bible study in the choir room 
follows this mid-week service. 
 

Wednesday, 6:00 p.m. 
On Wednesday evening, there is a time of praise music and a "Rite III" Holy 
Eucharist held in the parish hall. A covered dish supper and fellowship follow 
the service. 
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SUMMARY OF SPECIAL SERVICES AND CEL EBRATIONS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Eve  6:30 p.m.  Holy Eucharist 
             10:30 p.m.  Christmas Carols 
             11:00 p.m.  Holy Eucharist 
             10:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist (Christmas Day) 
 

Palm Sunday   8:00 a.m.  Liturgy of Palms 
             10:30 a.m.  Liturgy of Palms 
 

Lent             12:00 p.m.  Stations of the Cross (each Friday) 
    7:00 p.m.  Stations of the Cross 
 

Holy Week 

 Thursday           7:00 p.m.  Holy Eucharist with Foot Washing 
       Procession to Altar of Repose 
       Stripping of Altar 
    8:30 p.m.  Setting of the Watch (all night vigil) 

 Good Friday           12 – 3 p.m.  Noon day prayers 
       Mass of Pre-sanctification 
       Holy Eucharist 
       Meditations by Clergy 
       Way of the Cross 
 

Easter    6:30 a.m.  The Great Vigil 
    7:15 a.m.  Holy Baptism 
              7:45 a.m.  Festive Choral Eucharist 
             10:30 a.m.  Festive Choral Eucharist 
 

Other Services 
 Thanksgiving Day     10:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist 
 Ascension               7:00 p.m.  Ascension (ecumenical service) 
 
 Ash Wednesday 10:00 a.m.  Imposition of Ashes 
      7:00 p.m.  Imposition of Ashes 
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